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chi l d w h ose p a r e n t s . . .

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Ar e n ee d y .

SENATOR PIRSCH: ...any child who became sick whose parents
were under a certain guideline.

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: Th a t is correct. The guideline,
incidentally, is 125 percent of the poverty level.

SENATOR PIRSCH: O kay, 125 percent. I guess I am not as
anxious to support this amendment at this time and feel that
it perhaps is opening it up to a new program, as Senator
W arner suggested . Th a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Newell.

SENATOR NEWELL: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I rise to support the amendment and very simply, I would
ask, Senator Johnson, the poverty level at this point in
time is right around $5,000, isn't it'?

SENATOR V. JOHNSON: It is a lit tle higher than that,
Senator Newell. It is...right now it is about $9,000 for
two parents with children.

SENATOR NEWELL: With children. Okay. S o it is $9,000.
The proposal here, and I'm rising to support this and I kind
of regret the way I am going to frame the issue already, but
one of the things that I feel very strongly about, very
similar to what Governor Lamm said in Iowa lately, or in
Colorado lately, and that is we have to make some tough
decisions about who will be assisted and who will not be
assisted. And one of the things that I think that we as a
state should recognize is if we are going to have to make
tough decisions about who will be able to receive assistance
from the federal, state and local governments, we ought to
look at trying to provide that for the youth of our country.
If, in fact, we, as a society, have to draw lines and we do
have to draw lines from time to time for fiscal reasons, I
think that we are much wiser, are much more thoughtful and
much more humane if we draw those lines more with our adults
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